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Factual Report Concerning Mussolini's Liberation

Enc/osure
-00-B-36178'.

1. On 11 Sept 43, the commander of the First ',areal:iv:Le Training Battalion,
Major Herald Mors, recei 'zed a message in Frascati from the headquarters
of General Student, ordering him to report to the latter immediately.

2. Following his arrival, General Student discussed with Major Mars the following
:mission and details:

• (a) Mussolini was to be liberated on 12 September 1943: Place: Hotel
"Gran Sasso". Time: 0700 hours.

• (b) For the past several weeks SS-Lieutenant-Colonel Skorzeny had had the
special mission of determining Masso,lini's whereabouts. The mission as a Ithole
had been entrusted to him (General Student) by Hitleri
(c) Skorzeny had very cleverly found out where liassolini was. His mission
was this accomplished.

(d) The First Pared/lite training Battalion was to be committed; one company
was to be dropped in the valley of the Gran Sasso massif, and the mountain
massif (difference in elevation of 1.000 meters) was to be taken in an attack

• by the other companies which were to be marched. up by land.

(e) Major Mors made a counter-prop. osal: a surprise  airming of one company by
glider in the Gran Sasso, and. support by the other companies,' which would be
marched up by land. to the valley entrance and would then make surprise use
of the cable railroad.

(f) Major lixra's proposal was accepted.

3. During the period of preparation, on the worming of. 12 September, Skorze.ny reported
to General Student and asked permission to take part in the operation:. 'General •
Student agreed, and placed Skorzeirv, as well as 17 other SS personnel, 'tor whoui.
Skorzeny had also requested d permission, under Major Mors.

Mc4. orMeny reported	 Major Mars who, in accordance with General Student's order,. '1
.	 .

. • treated him as .a subordinate visitor. Note: Any other interpretation is incorrect, •
° for General Student had taken precautions aglinst putting 478 parachu.tists Under •

Al!tte47. 	 •
5. 	 •F-1,4

Erents on112 September:
• -` cf 	 i	 •(h.) Shortly after 1400 hours the approaching ground staff observed the

over the 'Gran Sasso. 	 '	 •
,

(b) At about 1416 hears the ground staff occupied the valley station; t

(0) • ..-At 1417 hours the flight staff reported by radio to :Major Mors that the
liberation had .taken ,,plaze. • "	 •
(d) . Sone of the ground' troops reached the mountain betel by means bi the
cable railway. •	 '

(e) Major Mrs reported to

(r) HkezlenY. Was already at•thie time playing the role Of liberator . and had
consequently angered the officers of the parachute Arpops.„ 	 • ,.

(g) It was determined that norzenY had himself endangered the operation by
having his pilot dive, in spite of the fact that he was only a-gueiit on the

,.	 flight. 4?
6. Skorzeny 'flew with Ilusstolini to East Prussia,. arriving on 13 September. he

• received, the Knight's Cross and on 14 September he spoke over the Deutschland.aender
(radio), completely distorting the entire event. Note: General Student bad

, asked. Skorzeny to accompany Mussolini so that he 'would not have to spare a
parachute troop officer.
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Biographic Notes on Skorzeny

' Enclosure B
40-78-36178

I. Before World War II

1. Born 12 Jan 08, in Austria
2. Student at the Institutes of Technology of Vienna and Graz,
3. Assistant in RbeIn-Deutz,; Also worked for the Linz streetcar line

and in a garage in Vienna.
4. joined the National-Socialist Party in 1930.

II. During World War II

1. Drafted into the Luftwaffe in 1939
2. Transferred to the Walfen-SS in 1940

: 3. SS-First-Lieutenant hsic-probably should have read 'lieutenant Colonal!T
)32, 11iyelg3 (Foreign Intelligence Service of the Reich Security Office

: 4. /Spec mission in about August .1943, to determine-Mussolini's Whereabouts;
. at this time be us assigned under General Student. 	 '	 •

5. Safeguarding of Borth, junior, in Budapest in October 1944.
• b.:Special operation during the GermselArdeonee offensive against the Maas
• bridges at the end of 1944 (operation did not succeed)

7. In the so-called Alpine Fortress in April 1945. 	 "	 •
8. Reported voluntarily to the Fifth DB Regiment in Salzburg ene15 May 1945.

Slane 1945

1. : Spent time in a number of prisons and internee camp 's...	 . .:
2. While in one internee camp, presUmblyIschau, established'contact with

Richard. Buser, a member of the Psychological Warfare Sectional' the American
Twelfth Army Group, and also a contact for (or en=ployee of) the American
Magazine nag, Skorzeny's experiences during.lteleVMar II, especially his
supposed liberation of Wassolini, were pickediethis mega's:Lae in AugusLA48.
This collaboration with I. Helmer was pre:3=61y the original basis for
Skorzenr's false popularity in foreign countries since the war, since with the
support of the American newspapers these disclosures succeeded in getting 	 -
into the world press and thus attained a.iortof:docummottery value.

3. Escape from the DarmLtadt Internee and wn4k caMp on 26 Ally 1948.
4. Sknrzeur's whereabouts up to the middle of 1949 remained =known. 'According

to one unconfirmed story be is said to have been in Argentina ) working for
the newspaper uDer Wee (per Spiegel, No 29,. 14 July 1949).

5. In Munich in mid-1949. Discussion with a Syrian representative concerning : •
the reeruitment of German specialists.	 •	 .

6. In Spain the end of 1949. 	 •	
.

'

and/

7. In Pafis , France and in the Pyrenees in March 1950.	 ''.	 • '8. Visited in Wicid in August and September 1950. Allowed himself to be„,feted .
there as • Inesolini l a liberator. Had dealings with a number Ofpolitdcal
military personalities concerning the transfer of 200,000 able-bodied llenirn
men-from West Germany in case of a Soviet attack.' Final plan for seeting up
Germunits in Spain. The impressions he created in the Spanish capital
were varied,but not unfavorable since when he paid his respects, -he Sas
armed with references from a number of supposed contacts, for example, 'General
Guderian. In this connection, he had no qualms about making exaggerated alai=
about his collaboration with influential persons in West Germany. 	 .

9. In October 1950 he was in the Black Forest.
10. The end of 1950 he bad a- meeting with Dr. Hjalmer &haat in Frankfurt.. The .:

subject of discussion was the transfer of industries'to Spain (recently it
has been learned that this plan is now concentrating on North Africa instead)

11. On 28 Dec 50 be had a conference With General Wert= and exp in(ikad to him .
his ;den for the transfer of 200,000 able-bodied Germans to Spain.' At this
time General Guderiau believed, with 'reservations, that this plan might possibly
have the support of the French, since Sleorzeny had genuine passports which''
:could have been obtained only iirith the desistance of the Allied authorities.
Subsequently, Guderian repudiated allsof Skarzeny la maneuvers....	 :...

.	 .
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32.  In January 1951 he was again in Madrid and published some very cauitic
articles In the newspaper "ABC" against the formerGerman generals.

13. In Februaryr 1951 he again had a conference with General Guderiaa. During
the curse of this discussion he claimed that his former proPosal for the	 .

ter of able-bodied maims only a camouflage. Actually, he claimed, .
he i emission from Allied offices to set up partisan and commanda troops	 II.
fairest Germany. Be also tried to inflnence General Guderian against	 4 c
General Speidel, by telling ,him lies about supposed agitation against
Guderian bySpeidel in Iftdrid:.

14. The end of February 1931 Skorseny visited Genral Speidel and'claimed that
General Gederianhadmsde vegruncomplisamtaryttatements about him (General
Speidel).' At the same time, he offered some ideas concerning the formation
of . a Germ= foreign legion and concerning the transfer of able-bodied men.

15. At about the same time (February 1951) he had a conference with 58-Lieutenant-
Genera]. Musser, and told him aprecodamatelyiehat he had told Speidel and
Guderian, at the Same time hexing little to say that was cceplimaxbary to the
two army generals. :Ramose; later expressed himself in awmallcirdle of • -
friends very critically concerning Mammy, saying that he was an
scrupulous and altogether worthless character.

16. Ia. Mich 1951 facorzeny was again in Madrid.
ft.

Nate: . Mere is no doubt that since about mid-1949 there have bie6:coatac'ts with
US offices, presumably in military and political units. Otherwise the generous'
granting of visas would have been Inconceivable.	 •	 .
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